
Towanda Municipal Authority 

September 16, 2019 
 
 
 
The September meeting of the Towanda Municipal Authority was called to order by Mr. Sweitzer at 5:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Michael Walsh, Charlotte Sullivan, Paul Sweitzer, Paul DeWitt, William Shaw, Carmen Venezia, 
Robert Williams-WTMA Chairman 
 
ABSENT:  Ellen Lacek, 
 
OTHERS: Kyle Lane, Manager; Chad Strickland, Superintendent; Jim Pruyne – Solicitor; Brian Shura, Stiffler 
McGraw;  Coy Goble, the Daily Review 
 
Visitors:  Rick – Continental Construction 
 
Visitors:   
 
Visitor in attendance for bid opening. 
 
Bid Opening: 
  
Mr. Lane stated the bid opening is for the extension of the water line for the County Project.   
Mr. Shura did the bid opening the following is the result: 
Continental Construction $214,262.00 
Pioneer Construction $303,897.00 
 
Mr. Sweitzer made a motion to approve the low bid pending Stiffler McGraw review of documents, Mr. Shaw 
seconded, approved. 
 
Minutes: 
 
The August 19, 2019 meeting minutes were approved as written on a motion made by Mr. DeWitt and seconded 
by Mr. Shaw, approved. 
 
 Bills:  
 
The August bills were approved on a motion made by Ms. Sullivan, and seconded by Mr. Venezia, approved.   
 
Email Packet: 
 
Mr. Sullivan suggested we get packets emailed to us; only minutes and agenda need to be emailed.  The rest of 
the items can be printed and available at the meeting for those who wish to review it.  
 
Water Project: 
 
Mr. Lane stated that the North Towanda Tank is erected it is approximately 71 feet tall.   
 
The Vo Tech line is approximately 95% complete only the taps need to be completed; Continental thought they 
would be done by mid October.  Mr. DeWitt asked what is happening with the existing Vo Tech line; Mr. Lane 
stated we are abandoning it in place. 
 
The direct drilling on Sugar Creek was started by Continental they hit rock and cobblestone they might have to 
change our DEP permit to directional drill the water line connecting the wells to the treatment plant.   
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The archaeological sites have been preserved.   
 
The clear well at the treatment plant was poured and filled and is being cured; DEP has inspected today. 
 
Mr. Shura presented the agreement with the railroad that seems to be missing it just needs signature from Mr. 
Walsh as we have already discussed this in the past. 
 
Mr. Shura presented contract 1 & 6 Continental Construction pay application 1 for $413,269.42; Contract 2 pay 
application 3 Lobar $413,545.63; contract 5 Kimble pay application2 for $284.58; Contract 7 $147,052.21  pay 
application 3.  Ms. Sullivan made a motion for approval of the pay applications, Mr. Venezia seconded, 
approved. 
 
Mr. Shura presented pay requisition 3 for Penn Vest in the amount of $634,055.76; Mr. Sweitzer made a 
motion for pay requisition 3, Mr. Shaw seconded, approved. 
 
Mr. Sweitzer questioned if we are using our line of credit to pay our contractors waiting reimbursement from 
Penn Vest and our other sources; Mr. Lane stated our reimbursement from Penn Vest has been within 2-3 
weeks which gives us more than enough time to reimburse the contractors within our 30 day time limit.  The 
contractors working on the treatment plant our being reimbursed by the EDA Grant so we are using our line of 
credit to pay those contractors as we yet to see any reimbursement from them; the interest charged from the 
line of credit is being reimbursed by Penn Vest. 
 
Mr. Lane addressed the Board to  present  an extension from the pump station down to the creek; it was not 
put into the project because we didn’t think we would have enough money; this would have at least 95% of the 
Vo Tech line replaced; a 3,300 feet extension; we need a change order for Penn Vest.  Stiffler McGraw 
presented $17,000.00 for design and survey.  Mr. Venezia made a motion to approve the water line extension 
for the Vo Tech line from Sugar Creek to the pump station, Mr. DeWitt seconded, approved. 
 
Spring: 
 
Mr. Lane informed the Board that the SRBC application for the spring was submitted by Mr. Casselbury; the 
cost was $11,000.00. 
                         
2018 Flood: 
  
Mr. Lane stated he is still waiting on FEMA; he has received and answered questions from them, but we have 
not received any funds. 
 
Sewer: 
 
Mr. Lane stated we need to replace another pump in the ATAD, a transfer pump for cooling; it is $16,000.00 it 
is 10 weeks out.  Mr. Sweitzer made a motion for purchase of the pump, Mr. DeWitt seconded, approved. 
 
Mr. Sweitzer asked if there is a spending limit on purchases before they are brought to the Board; Mr. Lane 
stated it is $10,000.00; Mr. Pruyne stated that if it is needed equipment it should be ordered and the Board 
informed instead of waiting for a meeting. 
 
Mr. Lane stated we have a blower that need repaired; Mr. Strickland is taking it to Auburn to see if it can be 
repaired or get an estimate on a replacement. 
 
We also found and repaired a leak in the reclaimed water system that goes to the head works for spraying down 
the screen; the leak must have been going on for some time. 
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Budget: 
 
Mr. Lane stated he is going to start the Budget at the end of the month. 
 
Gateway Green: 
 
Mr. Lane stated he has heard that Gateway Green is still showing interest; this is the power plant that planned 
on using our effluent; they have to get DEP approval for this process and permitting; we have not heard from 
them in a while; they plan on sending someone here to test our effluent.  Mr. Lane stated no TMA funds will be 
used for this project it will all be in the company. 
 
Delinquents: 
 
The Board discussed accounts on the delinquent list. 
                           
Adjournment 
 
As there was nothing further to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Sweitzer 6:12 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

  Respectfully Submitted, 
April Maynard 

Recording Secretary 


